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Fecal Coliform & €. coli Bacteria

Uhne ol thee grestest threats to swimmable waler 15 the presence of bacienn
or other pathogens in the witer. Common indicators nied to determine the

Fecal L'vﬂ.frgform potential presence of human pathogens (disease-causing organisms) are feeaf
) . eilifarms iivd E, ool beritenda, These micioscopic dfganisims live in the
I"Mi’ﬂﬁ-ﬂf leviels in trmestings of wurm-hlooded snimnls including humang and con be foumnd i fecnl

IF witsle Althedgh these bacteria don't neciessrly
MIFAIL couse disease themselves, they do mdicate the
SERY WA TeT Fmr:.=.|l11n pregerice of other disgase-camying

organistng it hive n the same envinrmment
romeff can

rissge from
seyieral 100
coti ety per 100
malteleters a}f
winder to well
ever A pnallion

Tesune witer for either fecol coliform or E. culi
hicten 18 umportant for piblic salety. Fecal
coliform vr E coli Bactens o high numbers;
whether from stormwater unofT, agricolem] or
livestock managernenl practices, or combingd and
ettty sewer oveeflows, indisanes a potential
hizalith vizk for deinking, bathing: and swimmmmngs in conbuminated

wateT,

Feeal coliform and E. coli bactoria sarvival is dependent on
specific envirsnniental conditons thar oee fighly varsable amd
chonee quckly, This mokes predecimez bsctera populatons

comnts! The within the waterways difficult, For exumple, aithough
i - spring rums moy wish mone fecal matter mio the
W rrnsin witerwiy, ol wiler temperniumes moy: pravent them
C o Nownshang. During the summernime; increased
A T ) = c ; a5
Water Laality exposure fo sunlight (with ms ulmaviolet Hatnfection

properiies] way fit bacteral nuimbers even thougeh
WHITHEr WELST femperniires exist,

Standard for feeal
caleformn for s
¢ Higher amounts of fecal cantaminacion normally
m.jfm witter e during wet weatier from contuitinored sunofT resching ik waterways
Monitoring of stemmwater rune il urbomered arens hios shown surprsinzly luzh
q‘_ﬂin! ilﬂ.fﬁ:{fw levels of fecal eoliform bacterin. Common sources fior these high hactenial Tevels
P = foomd tm urbam and rurnl stormmester nmaff melude pet wastes, gull and goase
recreatsonnd fse o8 200 droppings, wildlife or livestock operationg or manure spraading an fanmioyds,
i Oither iiajor sources nelede combingd gewer (TS0 and sanitary sewer (5500
EPunls per (20 malliliters overflows and failing septic systems.
of water.

Fecal éoliform boctera 4 routinely tested in the Kimickinnie Biver winle
E. coli is not. Fecnl coliform concentrotions are reported in unis of
hactenal colonies per 100 millifiters of water, The Wikconsin Water
Cualiry Standard for fecal coliform for most surface water designaned
For recreationdl wse 5200 gounts per M) aulliliters of waler,

The majority of the
Elanigkinnle River and s
tributaries exceeds water
guality standards for fecal
coliform bactema more than
S0% of the time High levels of
bacteria are found In the
stopmiuater that is delivered to
the Klnnickinnic River and its
tributaries during wet weathen
Other sources Include acoaslonal
combined and sanitary sewer
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[particularly geese and gulls),

Fecal Coliform Stats



