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OAK CREEK LAND USE

LAND USE CATEGORY SQUARE MILES | PERCENTAGE LEGEND
Agriculture 45 16.0% w Oak Creek Watershed
Low Density Residential 5.5 19.5% SEWRPC 2000 Land Use
High Density Residential 1.5 5.0% Agriculture
Commercial 5 2.0% Low Density Residential
Outdoor Recreational, Wetland, Woodland 75 27.0% [ High Density Residential
Transportation, Communication, Utilities 7.5 27.0% Bl commercil
- Outdoor Recreation, Wetland, and Woodland
Manufacturing and Industrial 1 3.5% Transportation, Communication, and Utilities
Surface Water <.5 <1% [ Manufacturing and Industrial
Oak Creek Watershed 28 100% Surface Water




Land Use & Stream Flow

Land use and stream flow are crucial to the health of our water resources.
The strong relationship between land use and stream flow directly impacts
water quality. How we develop and maintain land within our watersheds affects
both the quality and quantity of water in our streams, rivers and lakes. As the
watershed develops, the natural ecology and flow characteristics of our streams
and rivers can be greatly altered.
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Land Use and Stream Flow

Land use in the Oak

Creek Watershed is a

mix of agricultural, low

and high density
residential, open
space/recreational and
transportation/utilities. The
watershed is rapidly developing

along the transportation corridors;

particularly in the Cities of Franklin and

Oak Creek. Other urban areas are located
through the City of South Milwaukee and

Cudahy. A major industrial center is located just
north of the South Milwaukee city limit, in the City
of Cudahy. This mix of land uses has implications
for the tupes and quantities of pollution in the
waterways of the Oak Creek Watershed.

“pulses” of high flows and pollutant
loads. Because these high flow
pulses occur on a more or less
regular basis, they can lead to
stream channel erosion, bank
instability, pollutant-related
toxicity to aquatic
organisms and washout
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of aquatic organisms that live in the stream upon which fish feed.
While there are environmental consequences to high flows
during wet periods, there are equally as stressful conditions of

lower flow and higher water temperature extremes during

dry periods. This occurs because rainfall sheds off the

land too quickly in urbanized areas, not allowing

rainwater time to replenish the groundwater flow

to the stream in a slow, sustainable manner.

This reduction of “baseflow,” the drying

of streams and streambeds, prevents
the formation of diverse aquatic
life communities and

healthy fish
populations.
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