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Drafting a Blueprint for the Future

Planning expands to truly encompass the watersheds

Last year, MMSD began a long-
range planning effort to
address water resource
issues in the Greater
Milwaukee Watersheds.
The blueprint for the
future, or Water Quality
Initiative, is now part
of a larger effort that
includes MMSD and the
Southeastern Wisconsin
Regional Planning
Commission (SEWRPC),
working together with the
Wisconsin Department of Natural

Resources (WDNR). The public—both special
committees and the general public—are playing
an important role in identifying problems and
finding solutions to water resource issues.

Taking the First Steps

Rather than focusing limited resources on single
water resource problems, the Water Quality
Initiative uses a watershed approach to look at
connections between water resources issues.
Since the Water Quality Initiative began, the
agencies involved have laid the groundwork for
an unprecedented level of collaboration in water
resource planning. Early this year MMSD and

SEWRPC reached key agreements to
further benefit watershed-based
planning. Recognizing the
overlapping and common
goals between the District’s
long-range facilities plan and
SEWRPC'’s area-wide water
quality management plan
(WQMP) update, the two
agencies agreed to integrate
and coordinate planning
efforts.

In strong support of this integration

and coordination, MMSD Commissioners
authorized a resolution supporting three
important elements of MMSD’s facilities plan
and SEWRPC’s WQMP: support for a broader
analysis of watershed areas beyond the District’s
jurisdictional boundaries; support for SEWRPC’s
need to update the WQMP (originally approved
in 1979), and support for an increased role in the
important public dialog that will help guide the
planning process.

Coordinating Committees for Public Input

As a result of the agreement and strong

Commission support, MMSD and SEWRPC

will integrate a number of their working

committees—made up of the general public as

well as scientists, engineers and planners—to

comprehensively involve them in the Water
Quality Initiative.

Looking into the Future

The next step in the process
involves analyzing an enormous
amount of data on water quality
in southeastern Wisconsin. The
Water Quality Initiative is an
ambitious undertaking for the
public agencies involved,
and its success is critical
for the future of the region.
Ensuring sustainable,
safe water resources and
minimizing pollution in the
region’s watersheds are of
paramount importance to the
health, safety and economic
vitality of the area. The long-
range planning effort of the
Water Quality Initiative will
outline how we can all work together
for the future health of our watersheds.
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New Direction for Water
Quality Planning

Marsha Burzynski, Program and Planning Analyst,

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

The Department of Natural Resources has entered into a Memorandum of
Understanding with the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District and the
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission for a comprehensive water
quality planning effort on a watershed basis. This will be the first such effort in
Wisconsin and may serve as a model for other watersheds.

The department has been moving in the direction of a watershed approach for
some time. We adopted a watershed approach during a major reorganization in the
mid-1990s, and now have water-related staffs grouped by watersheds. This allows
the department to bring various programs together to make integrated decisions
concerning the watershed.
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The department is excited about broadening the watershed approach to include

the various components of planning activities that will be included in this joint
effort. The effort provides opportunities to bring together all the interested parties
to arrive at decisions that comply with minimum regulatory requirements and have
strong local support.






